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On Sunday, February 3rd, the college was deeply

shocked by the news of the sudden death of Elden

L. Ackers, of Johnstown, Pa. On the previous evening

while returning to college, Elden was struck by an

automobile at South Penn Square, Philadelphia, suf-

fering a fractured skull. An operation was performed

Sunday afternoon as a last measure to save his life.

While only a student at Villanova for the last several

weeks, Elden had already made many friends by his

kindly manner and gentle ways. He was buried in

Johnstown, Penna., on Friday morning, February 8th.

A solemn mass of requiem- attended by the student

body was celebrated in the college chapel on the same

morning. The Villanovan extends its sincere condo-

lence to his people. May he rest in peace.

For many years it has been customary at Villa-

hova, when we desired to get in back of our teams and

give them more than the usual vocal encouragement,

to dig down in our jeans and produce therefrom the

wherewith to hire a band. We did the best we could

but after all was said and done and played, we had

to admit a certain sense of shame in the fact that it

was not Villanova 's own, but hired strangers who
often insisted on breaking out into joyous chords at

the most inopportune time. However, all that is to

be a thing of the past. Due to the untiring efforts of

Father Fink, a real Villanova band has been organized,

instruments purchased or better borrowed how, we
know not, and regular practice instituted. Go to it

yon youthful Sousas, we are perfectly willing to for-

give all sorts of annoyance, if by the Spring you can

step out and do your act.

The students of Villanova are deeply indebted to

Prof. Carey as the party responsible for introducing to

us Mr. C. Finnerty, a youthful but brilliant member
of the Philadelphia Bar. Mr. Finnerty gave us one of

the best talks we have heard in an age. "Shall we be

Organized or Oregonized" was his pointed question.

After he had finished his clever, witty, convincing

talk, there wasn't any doubt of the answer to his

question. We do hope that Prof. Carey shall have his

friend return to Villanova in the very near future.

Since the installation of the hot-dog machine in

the pie shop, frequently the supply falls short of the

demand. Lately it has been noticed that Louie, the

urbane manager, has been making strenuous efforts to

get on friendly terms with Spot. The Biology pro-

fessors are also interested in him. With Louie, the

professors and Rowdy all deeply concerned, poor Spot

seems to lead a rather harried existence.

As we go to press we learn that Father Hasson,

who has been in charge of the Parish Church and

College Chapel for the last several years, has been

appointed to succeed Father Commins at Ardmore.

The Rev. H. T. Conway, who was in charge of the

Academy for many years, comes here as pastor. Both

these changes will be of interest to Jim Whelan and
Harry Griffiths. We wish the Reverend Fathers suc-

cess in their new places.

At a recent meeting of the Junior Class, April

twenty-fifth was set as the date for the annual Junior

Prom. The Prom, as in former years, will be held

in Philadelphia at the Bellevue-Stratford Hotel.

George Halpin, of Atlantic City, New Jersey, has been

chosen as chairman of the Prom Committee. Judg-
ing from former affairs held by the class of '25, this

year's Prom should be a decided success. The number
of invitations are to be limited and all those

desiring to attend should make reservations with the

ch.airman at once, as last minute applications will have
to be rejected.
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We wish to congratulate Mr. Vincent Egan, of the

class of '25, on the presence of mind which he dis-

played on the occasion of the unfortunate automobile

accident which resulted in the death of a young lady

student of Bryn Mawr College. Mr. Egan's prompt
action in picking up the injured girl and removing her

from danger saved her from being mangled by the

heavy traffic of the Lancaster Pike.

The Villanova Syncopators are still going strong.

Besides numerous outside engagements, they have been
booked to furnish music for the dances which are held

after home basketball games. They will soon be in a

position to furnish music not only for dancing but for

concert and banquet work.

On Christmas night the Wilkes-Barre Club of

Villanova College held its annual holiday dance in

the magnificent ball room of the Hotel Sterling. The
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